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TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT 2620-PS 
OFFICE OF US CHIEFL OF COUNSEL 


| ES Alan 
AFFICAVIT A SA GV Y 


I, Otto OHLENDORF, being first duly sworn, declare: 


I was Chief of the Security Service (SD), Amt III of the Main Office 

of the Chief of the Security Police and the SD (RSHA), from 1939 to 1945. 
In June 1941 I was designated by Himmler to lead one of the Special 
Commitment Groups (Einsatzgruppen), which were then being formed, to 
accompany the German armies in the Russian campaign. I was the Chief 

of the Einsatzgruppe D. Cheif of the Zinsatzgruppe A was Stahlecker, 
Department Chief in the Forcign Office, Chief of #insatzgruppe B was 
NEBE, Chief of Amt V (KRIPO) of the Main Office of the Chief of the 
Security Police and the SD, (hBHA) Chief of Einsatzgruppe © was first 
RASCH (or RASCHE) and then THOMAS. Himmler statud that an Important 

part of our task consisted of tho exterminstion of Jews-women, men end 
children- and of Communist functionaries, I was informed of the attack 
on kussi^ -bout four weeks in advance. 

According torn agreement with the Armed Forces High Command and rmy 
High Command, the Special Commitment Dctachments (Einsatz<ommandos ) 
within the army group or the army were assigned to certain army corps 
and divisions. The Army desisnetod the arcas in which the Special 
Commitment Detachments (Einsetzkommendos) had to operate, All operational 
directives and orders for the carrying out of executions were given 
through the Chief of the SIPO and the SD (RSHA) in Berlin. Regular courier 
service and radio communications existed between the Eins^tzgruppen and 
the Chief of the SIPO and the SD, 


The Einsatzgruppen end Einsatzkommandos were demnanded by personnel of 

the GESTAPO, the SD or the Criminal Police, Additional men were detailed 
from the Kezuhar Police (Ordnunsspolizei) and the Waffen SS, Einsatzgruppe 
D consisted of epproxinntely 400 to 500 men and had about 170 vehicles at 
its cisposal. 


When the German Army invaded kussia, I was leader of tho Binsatzgruppe D 
in the southern sector, nnd in the course of the yesr, during which I 

was leader of the Eins^tzgruppe D, it liquidated approximately 90,000 men, 
women and children. The majority of those liquidated were Jews, but there 
were among them some Communist functionarics too. 


In the implementation of this extermination program the Special Commitment 
Groups (Einsatzgruppen) were subdivided into Special Commitment Detachments 
(Einsntzkommandos), and the Einsatzkommandos into still smaller units, the 
so-called Special Purpose Detachments (Sonderkommandos) and Unit Detach- 
ments (Teilkommendos). Usually, the smaller units were led by a member of 
the SD, the GESTAPO or the Criminal Police, The unit selected for this 
task would enter a village or city and order the prominent Jewish citizens 
to call together all Jews for the purpose of resettlement. They were re- 
quested to hand over their valuables to the leaders of the unit, and short- 
ly before the execution to surrender thcir outer clothing. The men, women 
and children were led to a place of execution which in most cases was 
located next to a more deeply excavated anti-tánk ditch. Then they were 
shot, kneeling or standing, and the corpses throw into the ditch. I never 
permitted the shooting by individuals in the group D, but ordered that 
several of the men should shoot ^t the same time in order to avoid direct, 
personal responsibility. The leaders of the unit or especially designated 
persons, however, had to fire the last bullet against those victims which 
were not deed imedietcly, I learned from conversations with other group 
lenders thet some of them demanded that the victims lie down flot on the 
ground to be shot through the nape of the neck, I did not approve of 

these mcthods. 
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TRANSL.TION OF DOCUMENT 2620-PS 
OFFICE OF: US CHIEF OF COUNSEL 


(cont, ) 


In the spring of 1942 we received ras vehicles from the Chief of the Securi- 
ty Police and the SD in Berlin, These vehicles were mde avalable by /mt II 
of the KSHA, The man who was responsible for the cars of my “insatzgruppe, 
wes BECHER. We had received orders to use the cars for the killing of women 
and children. whenever 2 unit had collected » sufficient number of victims, 

a car was sent for their liquidation, We also had these gasvehicles stationed 
in the neighborhood of the transient camps into which the victims were brought, 
The victims were told that they would be resettlod and had to climb into the 
vehicles for that pupose. Then the doors were closed and the gas streamed 

in through the starting of the vehicles. The victims dicd withing 10 to 15 
minutes, The cars were then driven to the burial place, where the corpses 
were taken out and buried. 


I have seen the report of STAHLECKER (document L-180) concerning Hinsatz+ 
gruppe 4, in which Stahlecker asserts that his croup killed 135,000 Jews and 
Communists in the first four months of the program. I know Stahlecker perso- 
nally, and I am of the opinion that the document is authentic, 


I was shown the letter which BECKER has written to RUFF, thc head of the 
Technical Department of ¿mt II, in regard to the use of these gas veháclos, 
I knew both these men personally, and am of the opinion thet this letter is 
an authentic document. 


(signed) Ohlendorf 


Subscribed and sworn to before mc this fifth day of Novanber 1945 at Nuernberg, 
Germany. 
(sicned) Smith W. Brookhart 
It. Col 160 
Ex O - Ohlendorf 
Nov. 5, 45 


keke Kerry, keporter. 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OF DOCUMENT 2620-PS 


November 24, 1945 
I PAUL V, FREEDILIN, S/SGT., 33799122, hereby certify that I am thoroughly 


conversant with the English and German languages; and that the above is a 
true and correct translation of Document 2620-PS, 


PAUL W. FREEDMANN 
S/SGT. 
33799122. 
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Als die deutsche Armee in Russland einmerschierte, wer ich Fuehrer der 
Einsatzgruppe D im suedlichen Sektor, und iu Laufe des Jahres, waehrend dessen 
ich Suehrer der Einsatzgruppe D war, liquidierte sie ungefechr 90,000 Maenner, 
Freuen und Kinder. Die Mehrzahl der Liquidierten waren duden, aber es waren 
unter ihnen auch einige kommunistischen Funktionsere. 

In der Ausfuehrung dieses Vernichtungsprogramues wurden die Einsatzgrup:oen 


he 


in Hinsatzkommandos untergeteilt, und die Einsatzkomuandos in noch kleinere 


. 


Einheiten, die sogenannten Sonderkomiendos und Teilkomuandoss Gewoehnlich 

wurden die kleineren Einheiten von einem Angenoerigen des SD, der GESTAPO oder 

der Kriminalpolizei gefuehrt. Die dazu ausersenene Einheit pflegte in ein Dorf 
1 : 


‚oder in eine Stadt zu komuen und den fuehrenden juedischen Bewonnern den Befenl 


zu erteilen, elle Juden zwecks Umsiedlung zuseimenzurufen. Sic wurden aufges 
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Maenner, Frauen und Kinder wurden @eneeb zu einen Hinrichtunzsort 
5 P 


sich meist neben einem vertieften’ Panzerabwehrgreben befand. Denn wurder 

erschossen, knieend oder stehend, und die Leichen wurden in dan Graben seworfen. 

Ich habe in der Gruppe D das Frschiessen durch Einzelners 

sondern befonlon, dass mehrere Leute zleichzeitir schiessen sollten, uu direkte, 
raw bY du, | CS. 

persoenliche Verantwortung zu vermeiden. Die ruenrer der Einheiten fussten I 
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Jedoch den letzten Schuss f solche Upfer'abfeuern, die nicht sofort tot waren. 

Ich erfuhr aus Gespraechen mit anderen Gruopenfuenrern 1838 manche 


verlangten, dass die Opfer sich flach auf den Boden te um dann 


Nacken geschossen zu werden. Icn billigte diese. Met 
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